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warring world today there are two classes men— 
one which has respect for human dignity and loves its 
fellowmen, the other, considering itself superior, hates its 
inferiors and tramples ruthlessly upon their rights. But 
not all the latter class are found among the Nazi- 
Fascists—some them hold high positions our own 
country and influence the lives others throughout the 
world. Especially this with regard the refugee 
problem where our promises have been fulsome, our 
performance pitiful. While fight for freedom 
one part the world maintain vested interests an- 
other; while shudder atrocity ourselves continue 
exclude its unfortunate victims. ourselves though 
possessing much deny freedom and opportunity the 
dispossessed, the new class refugees, the unwanted 
all the world’s countries, who wander about seeking 
home where they can find freedom and respect. That 
this not the fault the common people but rather 
some few self-seeking, coldblooded men the theme 
Liberty Street, which tells two men, the sensitive Nestor 
Kerjanian, Armenian refugee struggling reach his 
brother’s home Liberty Street Brooklyn, the symbol 
his goal freedom, and Warfield Harrington, self- 
seeking diplomat who was bent preserving America 
from such trash and keeping for those who represented 
his idea worth. Involved the struggle between these 
two are other refugees and diplomats who are found 
Santa Rosa, capital Central American State, the 
year our Lord, 1943. 


When Maria Theresa (Marie-Te), Baroness von Falken- 
born, arrived Santa Rosa with her uncle, Konrad, and 
her “special” little brother, Bubi, she went first the 
American Legation, where, from the Minister, she hoped 


secure their United States visas. The Falkenborns were 
neither Jewish nor political refugees (Konrad had been 
concentration camp where his spirit had been severely 
mauled but had recovered)—they left beloved Vienna be- 
cause loss freedom and hatred German oppression. 
Nor were they penniless many their fellows— 
though not wealthy they would not suffer the effects 
poverty. They are presented typical Viennese, gay, 
lighthearted, somewhat cynical but passionately free and 
loving their fellowmen. the Legation Marie-Te wit- 
nesses episode which insignificant and shabby 
but defiantly proud and hyper-dignified little man learns 
the name the Minister and immediately leaves 
rage. That man Nestor Kerjanian, Armenian, the 
typical, timeless refugee. Kerjanian had been fleeing per- 
secution since 1918 and had met the present American 
Minister Syria long before and had been the object 
that Minister’s pitiless contempt, fact which rankled 
his freedom-loving soul. When Kerjanian learns that this 
man will pass upon his visa almost abandons hope but 
still determines fight on. Marie-Te has interview 
with the Minister, Warfield Harrington, and although 
temporizes the visas, strongly attracted Marie-Te 
herself and the attraction strengthened the discovery 
that she baroness. This Warfield Harrington 
self-made man, his life constructed upon definite routine 
self-advancement, has neither principles, scruples 
nor love. All things are examined the light his own 
self-interest and duty binds him only according his 
interpretation it. 


Marie-Te, her uncle and brother are living the Pension 
Hilda operated Hilda Stumpf, German refugee. 
With Hilda her brother, Siegfried, teacher philos- 
ophy. Hilda, strong opponent Nazism, writer 
while Siegfried, mildly and academically anti-Nazi, 
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headwaiter the local nightclub. Add this group 
Irene Legervais, fading Frenchwoman, Sefiora Castro, 
wife the Portuguese Ambassador and Harrington’s cur- 
rent affair, and John Camberly, First Secretary the 
Legation, humane and liberal minded man, and the 
dramatis personae complete. Marie-Te soon meets Ker- 
janian again and learns his tragic story. She drifts into 
affair with Harrington, casual her part but con- 
sidered his. party she meets John Camberly, 
quickly falls love with him since the two are natural 
antagonists such Harrington. Shortly after she 
spends the night Camberly’s room and when Harring- 
ton learns this drops her immediately. the mean- 
time Bubi and Kerjanian meet, like each other instinctively 
and are inseparable. When Bubi stricken with deadly 
malaria and needs attention which can given only 
the United States both Kerjanian and Marie-Te 
Harrington for emergency visas. Kerjanian contemptu- 
ously ejected from the Legation while Marie-Te coldly 
refused personal interview. After another vain at- 
tempt see Harrington, Kerjanian begins ferment in- 
ternally and when hears Bubi’s death forces his 
way into the Legation and kills Harrington, first fleeing 
and then giving himself the police. 


the meantime Siegfried Stumpf has accepted security 
the price becoming Nazi, Hilda has had book 
accepted and leaving for the United States giving the 
Pension Hilda Uncle Konrad who has fallen love 
with Irene Legervais. Marie-Te and Camberly become 
engaged and the ending perfect for all save Kerjanian 
who tried, convicted and sentenced death. However 
also calm and peaceful, convinced that has done 
his duty ridding America evil man whom 
killed because Harrington “had respect for human 
dignity”. 
Liberty Street timely book that calls attention 
problem dealing with which many countries and 
peoples have shown lack fundamental Christian 
charity. course the solution the problem not 
simple seems since the fault lies not only with those 
high places but with all nor will the problem 
solved solely finding new homes for the dispossessed. 
Timely though the book suffers from many defects 
chiefly those which characterize humanism, such the 
omission God Who alone gives dignity the human 
race. The implied justification murder course 
unsound, are the illicit relations between Marie-Te and 
Camberly plus entirely gratuitous reference (p. 190) 
“grasping church” which keeping down the Indians. 
However there may some value the book and its 
defects pointed out might considered suitable for 
adults though not highly recommended. 

Seton, Anya. Dragonwyck. Houghton, Mifflin. Feb. 17, 
1944. 336p. $2.50. 


That this book should have been sold the movies for 
$100,000 will occasion surprise those who read 
for Dragonwyck combines romance and horror, the con- 
trast between poverty and riches, fight for freedom, the 
abolition the patroon type ownership involving 
benevolent serfdom and the substitution freer system 
holding property. 

Born little farm New York State, Miranda Wells 
had always dreamt romance when invitation came 
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from wealthy Nicholas Van Ryn distant relative) 
her parents take one the Wells’ girls companion 
and tutor young Katrine Van Ryn, Miranda contrived 
through “Bible test” the chosen one. Life the 
Van Ryn mansion, Dragonwyck, fluctuated between hap- 
piness the possession fine clothes, excellent food and 
the proximity handsome, romantic Nicholas Van Ryn 
(who turned out young man just over thirty), and 
unhappiness because the dislike evidenced Mrs. Van 
Ryn, the snobbery and snubbery the blue-blooded 
guests and vague feeling fear concentrated the Red 
Room where earlier mistress the mansion had com- 
mitted suicide. 


patroon Nicholas believed absolute mastery over 
his farmers well over his household. While the 
latter offered resistance the farmers were opposed 
paying rent perpetually, contending justly that the land 
had been paid for several times their forefathers. Fail- 
ing change Nicholas, they and their neighbors, subject 
other patroons, achieved their objective through 
political change electing “radical” governor land 
reform platform. The culmination the general feeling 
against the aristicracy occurred with riot exclusive 
New York theatre when Nicholas shot and killed young 
boy mob. Twenty more died during the subsequent 
shooting. 


Paralleling the external conflict with the farmers and the 
city mob was internal domestic 
heart was set male heir which Johanna, his wife, was 
unable bear she had been barren since the birth 
their only daughter Katrine. The death Johanna 
mysterious circumstances (typically Gothic romance style) 
cleared the way for Nicholas’ marriage Miranda who 
acquired poise and culture quick, Algerish style. Young 
Dr. Jeff Turner, who had been attracted Miranda, was 
disappointed over the marriage; his departure for the 
Mexican War soon followed. Within the year Miranda 
became pregnant; when the time for her delivery came, 
Dr. Jeff was back and engaged Nicholas for the con- 
finement. The baby was boy, but weak that died 
within few days. Then Miranda realized she too was 
danger death from Nicholas whose queerness had in- 
creased; she enlisted the aid Jeff after discovering 
Johanna’s diary which furnished the clue prove her 
death was murder. After two thrilling movie-tailored 
scenes Nicholas was drowned (or committed suicide), 
Miranda renounced her inherited wealth and married 
poor but honest and democratic Dr. Turner. 


Dragonwyck, then, adventurous Gothic romance laid 
New York State the mid-nineteenth century. The 
background only slightly historical, being subordinated 
the romantic aspects. For adults may prove relaxing 
but otherwise hardly beneficial. 

Adler, Mortimer. How Think About War and Peace. 
Simon and Schuster. Feb. 11, 1944. 307p. $2.50. 


The right peace plan, when finally comes, will built 
realities, not blueprints. will respect the validity 
natural political organisms, including what commonly 
call nations. will not overemphasize the importance 
government mere government, the subordination 
moral and spiritual factors. will not too simple nor 
too pat, for political realities which the peace plan must 
fit are not distinguished those qualities. will not 
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logical the expense political logistics. will ask for 
national sacrifice but not for national suicide. will de- 
mand due restriction but not the obliteration national 
independence. 


this reviewer Mr. Adler’s peace plan false because 
fails fulfill these conditions. feels that “the only 
cause war anarchy. Anarchy occurs wherever men 
nations try live together without each surrendering 
their sovereignty” (p. 69). Therefore, concludes with 
more logic than realism, abolish the sovereignty (inde- 
pendence) nations the field foreign relations, 
transfer that sovereignty world government, and 
shall have peace. 


Unfortunately, perhaps, the solution not simple 
that. the first place, there are deeper causes war 
than anarchy the mere absence world government. 
Nowhere have these deeper causes been more clearly 
described than the papal documents peace. the 
second place, exterminate locusts are not the habit 
dynamiting the garden. cancel completely the 
“external sovereignty” nations mutilate their 
moral personality beyond recognition. The concept 
nation totally deprived autonomy its relations with 
other states not merely revolutionary, contradictory. 
Such nation would not nation the intelligence 
mankind has always defined the term. 


Even could secure world peace such emascula- 
tion nationhood, are tempted ask what would 
with that peace? What use would have for it? 
From time immemorial have held the not unreason- 
able belief that nations, intact their essence, with all 
their racial and ideological variety, were the proper and 
natural vehicles for the onward march humanity; and 
recent abberations and exaggerations nationalism must 
not blind this fact. 


Wherefore, would seem, the author errs his adverse 
though gentlemanly criticism the papal recommenda- 
tions for peace. accuses the popes advocating 
half-way measure when they insist the retention 
(properly restricted) national autonomies. forgets that 
half-way measures are frequently the deepest political 
wisdom. The American and British Constitutions are 
perhaps the most oustanding half-way measures the 
history government; and they have produced and sus- 
tained, their respective orbits, unparalleled tran- 
quillity order. Prudent compromise, Edmund Burke 
reminds us, the mark successful political construc- 
tions, and perfectionism often odds with practical 
exigency and the nature things. 


Clifton Fadiman remarks his preface, this book 
“hard” read because demands sustained thinking. 
Nobody denies that the author concentrates thought- 
fulness rather than style, for which preference surely 
not condemned. But, the opinion this re- 
viewer, Mr. Adler’s thinking this book facile and 
impulsive rather than thorough and careful. leaves 
too many gaps, avoids too many difficulties, omits too 
many qualifications, and ignores too many supplementary 
facts. 


For one virtue, however, praised. believes 
that permanent peace practical possibility and 
stresses the necessity our sharing that belief the first 
requisite for attaining the goal. Men, thinks, have 
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gone far the road permanent peace they have 
convinced themselves that the thing can done. This 
eminently worth saying, and Mr. Adler, over and over 
again this book, says well. 


The volume recommended for mature readers. 
said his praise, Mr. Adler always makes think even 
while disagree with him. 

Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton 


Stowe, Leland. They Shall Not Sleep. 
1944. 399p. $3.00. 


Perhaps there little Leland Stowe’s book which has 
not already been written. Much what has say 
about Burma and Singapore has already appeared Cecil 
Brown’s Suez Singapore. The lack preparedness, the 
colonial incompetents, the total unawareness the value 
understanding the native point view, all these are 
beautifully brought out Stowe’s chapter “Sleep- 
walkers Among the Bombs”. does add material known 
before but not well stressed the graft and incom- 
petence shown the Chinese the operation the 
Burma Road. the whole, Mr. Stowe has many grave 
doubts whether the Kuomintang will bring democ- 
racy China. puts much emphasis upon the con- 
centration camps maintained the Kuomintang for 
political dissenters, mostly Communists. feels that 
Americans have been too romantic their concept 
the Chinese and that some realization the primitive 
nature China must come. 


dealing with India, thinks that the Cripps proposals 
were not really absolute guarantee dominion status 
independence. feels that the English blundered 
badly Burma and are doing the same India. The 
feeling white superiority has been prevalent that the 
native population willing listen eagerly Japanese 
propaganda about driving the whites out the East. Mr. 
Stowe’s opinion that the Empire already the process 
liquidation, regardless Mr. Churchill’s stand. 
gives some rather interesting sidelights the cockiness 
and the mercenary nature the AVG men when they 
first went China. This should certainly not taken 
condemnation the Flying Tigers. The whole nation 
the time was the Cash and Carry standard, perfectly 
willing disregard evil and injustice cash were put 
the barrelhead. 


handling the Russians, Stowe assumes somewhat the 
role special pleader, first for second front, which 
feels should have come much sooner; secondly, for better 
understanding between the people the United States 
and the people Russia. The future the postwar 
world hinges, believes, upon the elimination distrust 
between the two greatest powers the world. gives 
additional evidence that the Red Army becoming much 
more conservative. dealing with the revolutionary 
temper our times, Mr. Stowe seems show some con- 
fusion his ideas. Writing Russia, declares: “In 
Soviet Russia, covering one-sixth the earth’s surface, the 
gold and silver and tin mines, coal and minerals and oil- 
fields, the forests and railroads and factories production, 
all belong the state. This new kind state may de- 
velop and exploit these basic riches well 
theless the people hold the title ownership.” There 
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seems total lack realization that state ownership 
and production solely for state use tend along rather 
closely together. Whether Russia may some day turn 
from heavy goods industry consumer goods industry 
something only the future can Mr. Stowe observes 
that the revolutionary ferment has accelerated nationalism 
China, India and Russia. Whether this wholly good 
wholly bad, fails say. Considering the form 
nationalism are fighting Germany and Japan, 
might well for Mr. Stowe look into the matter bit 
more closely before extols the development nation- 
alism Russia. 


paints graphic picture the suffering undergone 
the Russian people, estimating that one out every twelve 
Russians has been killed the war Roughly fifteen 
million Russian soldiers and civilians have died and 
seems natural that the Russians should clamor for second 
front relieve some the pressure them. His inter- 
views the Russian front give vivid portrait Russian 
officers conscious the new pride the motherland and 
fighting they might never have fought for the abstract 
ideals Marxism. The sad the matter that the 
Russians know little about know about them. 
Neither has assayed the other its true worth. Blind 
emotionalism both sides has covered virtues and 
shouted vices that today there sizable group 
each country which looks the othér 
enemy. Permanent peace for both countries can never 
built upon the basis suspicion and hatred nurtured 
either Russian nationalists American and British 


haters Russia. 


dealing with American foreign policy, Mr. Stowe be- 
longs that school which believes that our foreign policy 
has been inclined toward appeasement 
condemns our deal with Darlan although 
that particular piece work undoubtedly saved thou- 
sands American lives. believes that should have 
broken off with Spain although doing Gibraltar and 
our supply routes the Mediterranean might have been 
endangered. clamors for second front which be- 
lieves should have been undertaken 1943 yet does 
not take into consideration the terrific psychological effect 
that premature second front might have had upon the 
United Nations. the other hand, many Americans 
prefer give credit all the Russians despite their 
terrific military losses. Mr. Stowe does fine job pre- 
senting one side the question. Some his material 
might not suitable for use secondary schools but 
those who insist that are fighting this battle alone with 
our money and materials with Lend-Lease might profit 
closer examination the material offered the book 
Russia’s sacrifice men and property. 
James Eagan, 
College New Rochelle 


Aldridge, James. The Sea Eagle. Little, Brown. Feb. 
1944. 310p. $2.50. 


After the British rout Crete, small bands imperials 
continued impossible individual fight, sought 
escape Egypt whatever small boats could com- 
mandeered. Among the “junior inglesi” there was the 
suspicion, tempered cynicism, that arms would 
dropped and that air retaliation made against the Ger- 
man “ironheads”. The Cretans were positive that they 
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would not forgotten. The struggle three men, the 
Australians Angus Burke and “Red” Stone, and Nisus, 
Greek whose father had been killed Metaxists, the 
essence the story. The materials first-rate narra- 
tive are here—the ever-present fear capture, constant, 
surreptitious, interrupted flight, rations beggared raisins 
and dried fish, hospitals and supply dumps pre-historic 
caves, stealthy aid from puzzled but heroic villagers—but 
all does not quite come off. The author fails make 
the reader particularly interested any the men; 
moving only recounting the frightful vengeance 
the Nazis villages where help was given the fugitives, 
picturing storm sea which demolishes their small 
fishing caique, describing fruitless attack, stolen 
mortars, island prison holding anti-Metaxists—a 
sortie demanded the escaping men price for boats. 
Eventually Stone killed; Angus sails for Africa and 
Nisus decides remain, each continue the battle 
his own way. 


The novel disappointing after Aldridge’s 
previous Signed With Their Honour, which least had 
journalistic strength and honesty. The present book 
attempt arty. Sentences are labored and impres- 
sionistic, and much the dialogue attempt re- 
produce the speech Greek attempting speak good 
English. The entire second half the story—which at- 
tempts sort out the confusion resulting from the exist- 
ence various governments exile and residence, and 
from the attempts decide how far temporizing British 
foreign policy involved recognition and backing—is 
not even clear the chief characters themselves. 


There considerable military vulgarity and far too much 
blasphemy, although obscenity lacking. Adult readers 
will find dull waste time. 
James Edward Tobin, 
Fordham University 


Nizer, Louis. What With Germany. 
Jan. 15, 1944. 213p. $2.50. 


What with all the books about what with 
post-war Germany threatens become problem for 
librarians. all are agreed that Nazism and Prussian 
militarism are despatched precipitately their 
proper place, but the puzzle how prevent recurrence 
those curses and how put soundness and sanity into 
Germany continues tease the minds thinking men 
and gives welcome fillip languishing publishing 
trade. 


Two generic and opposed solutions seem present 
leading the field. The first these would reconstruct 
the Reich from without, through the agency armies 
occupation and various long-term commissions the 
United Nations. typical advocate this view Lord 
Vansittart England (Lessons Life, Alfred 
Knopf). the other hand, writers such Paul Hagen 
(Germany After Hitler, Farrar and Rinehart) believe 
the existence within Germany moderate democratic 
forces which, given the opportunity, could themselves 
create safe government for the Reich. 


The present volume belongs the first these classifica- 
tions. Mr. Nizer feels that Germany, after have purged 
and punished her severely, must re-made 
lactic and educative action from the outside. His book is, 
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the whole, moderate and well-reasoned presentation 
this particular viewpoint, with evident and success- 
ful effort fair. 


After rejecting the more extreme proposals for the punish- 
ment Germany, this doctor preventive political medi- 
cine warns that too lenient treatment our enemy 
would bring the same tragic results happened after 
1919. traces the course the poisonous philosophy 
which, throughout the last century, gradually inundated 
the soul Germany, and shows how urgent the 
need for thorough fumigation the German soul. 
then proposes his remedial treatment which substan- 
tially follows: 


Severe punishment, after judicial process, all Ger- 
mans who have actively cooperated the aggressions and 
injustices the Nazi regime; 

Complete dismantling all German industry which 
could possibly used for building war machine; 


Complete reorganization the German educational 
system under the auspices “International Univer- 
sity” controlled the United Nations; 

Complete suspension German sovereiggnty until 
are certain that she can safely readmitted the family 
nations. 


Mr. Nizer suggests further that create, for the main- 
tenance peace, regional federations nations. This 
would involve sacrifice each state degree its 
national independence; but, unlike Mortimer Adler, the 
author does not demand total relinquishment external 
sovereignty. This portion the book very forceful 
exposition the argument favor regional super- 
states. The only defect the exposition would seem 
that Mr. Nizer concedes too little patriotism and the 
very legitimate natural feeling nationality. Again 
this book, many recent ones, there failure 
recognize that man’s love for his native land will in- 
evitably stronger and more passionate than any devo- 
tion super-government. after all, super-gov- 
ernment will not work unless can win the love and 
devotion men. 


The proposal concerning the reorganization the German 
educational system open some objection. The ob- 
vious question which Catholic must ask is, what becomes 
religious instruction when the International Univer- 
sity takes over? While Mr. Nizer explains that the clergy 
“of all creeds” shall play important part the re- 
education program, cannot help wincing the extent 
this super-University’s control over the German mind 
and soul. 


There are many books presenting substantially this 
same viewpoint that hesitate 
volume you have been reading along these lines. 
you have not been reading, the book will provide 
satisfactory beginning any the others. For younger 
readers Mr. Nizer’s design for prophylaxis has im- 


portant value. 
Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton 
Haycox, Ernest. Bugles the Afternoon. Little, Brown. 


Feb. 10, 1944. 306p. $2.50. 


bit adventure, bit romance and bit feud 
all hitched onto “Custer’s last stand” make Ernest 
Haycox’s new novel, serial version which appeared 
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the Saturday Evening Post. Most the action cen- 
tered Fort Lincoln the Dakota Territory during the 
fall and winter preceding Custer’s massacre. 


While Kern Shafter traveling West shortly after the 
Civil War meets Josephine Russell traveling alone and 
escorts her her home Bismarck before going Fort 
Lincoln where enlists the crack Seventh Cavalry 
regiment private. Shafter rather mysterious per- 
son, aloof and withdrawing, having evidently been bat- 
tered some buffet fate from which has taken 
refuge behind barrier reserve. enlists meets 
Captain Myles Moylan, former friend, and immediately 
after Lieutenant Edward Garnett, his bitter enemy and 
professional woman-chaser. Shafter’s story gradu- 
ally drawn forth find that had been deeply love 
with girl who had jilted Garnett. and 
Garnett, both cavalry officers, had dueled and Shafter 
had been courtmartialled and broken after both had re- 
fused divulge the cause their quarrel. The girl had 
repented immediately but Shafter had been deeply 
wounded that refused resume relations and had 
retired within his shell. 


enlisted man Kern knows that will danger 
from Garnett and addition that faces the hostility 
his fellow troopers because Moylan had immediately 
promoted him sergeant. overcomes this hostility 
thrashing the regimental bully and participating 
several brawls with the men thereby earning their loyalty 
and respect. Real difficulty arises when and Garnett 
both call Josephine Russell. enlisted man and 
because his own feelings Shafter retires but Josephine 
interested him and does her best pierce his reserve 
and restore his balance. When winter comes Shafter 
detailed carry mail back and forth between Fort Lincoln 
and Fargo leaving the field free Garnett who doing 
his best win Josephine. Toward the end the winter 
Shafter barely escapes death blizzard and takes refuge 
farmhouse where finds Josephine and Garnett 
who had been caught while sleighride. Shafter takes 
his revenge beating Garnett thoroughly and after dis- 
owning Josephine leaves her return the fort. 


With the advent spring the War Department sets 
motion, under General Terry, concerted campaign 
drive the recalcitrant Sioux Indians within the narrow 
confines constantly encroached upon reservation. 
General Custer, smarting under disciplinary action, per- 
mitted lead his Seventh Cavalry the expedition. 
Custer portrayed headstrong, publicity-seeking, 
thwarted, self-willed man who concerned only with 
his own glory—a dashing leader but irresponsible one. 
plan action has been worked out detail and the 
various units deployed force the Sioux into trap but 
Custer’s glory hunting leads him into Indian trap 
where and most the regiment are killed. Garnett 
killed, Shafter, seriously wounded, returned Fort 
Lincoln and nursed Josephine who finally breaks down 
the barriers and secures his love. added attraction 
Captain Moylan has had Shafter’s case reopened, his 
name cleared and his rank restored. 


The book written against background the Army and 
the West Indian uprisings. However little Western 
Indian atmosphere included, most being that 
the Army post. general the characters are rather 
stilted, the action mechanical, the adventure tepid and 
the plot story whole seems second 
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rate, there are several instances unnecessary profanity, 
revenge and hate are prominent and there some con- 
fused thinking with regard life and love. The book 
does not seem suitable for adolescents but should 
harm for adults, although these could scarcely complain 
being hard put secure better reading. 


Scientific Book Club---January Selection 
Sigerist, Henry Civilization and Disease. Cornell Press. 
January, 1944. 255p. $3.75. 


The present book expansion series six lectures 
given Cornell University during 1940-41 the inter- 
relationships between disease and civilization. Disease 
series biological processes which profoundly affect 
man’s entire life and since civilization product 
human effort its development also has been strongly in- 
fluenced disease. 

The opening chapter rather varied mélange ideas 
many aspects civilization and the way which its 
changing trends affected human health. ranges from 
the caveman the present and manages crowd into 
few pages host concepts and phenomena, almost 
any one which could made the basis for major 
study itself. brief the author discusses changing 
habits nutrition, clothing and housing showing many 
cases, too numerous cited here, their effects health 
and disease. The other chapters are more thoroughly 
organized and deal with the impact disease more 
definite aspects civilization. discussing disease and 
economics the author indicates that the increasing com- 
plexity civilization caused increase the number, 
variety and severity occupational diseases. Disease, 
which once had been universal, became stratified accord- 
ing economic classes and finally concentrated among 
the economically unfortunate. indicates the tremen- 
dous cost disease and offers health insurance the 
most practical method securing adequate medical care. 
Disease has always had definite effect upon social rela- 
tions. The author points out the position the sick man 
primitive and then ancient society and the change 
for the better which came with the introduction Chris- 
There also discussion the attitude 
presentday society toward the sick and exposition 
the advantages sterilization. Since the sick may 
menace their fellows society has developed laws for its 
own protection. Quarantine, sanitation, public health, 
compensation, malpractice, abortion, euthanasia and many 
other phenomena springing from disease have been 
regulated. 

After barely touching upon the way which disease, 
affecting important individuals, could change the course 
history the author passes the more solid ground 
describing the effects the major epidemics and pan- 
demics and their historical consequences. Plague, typhus 
and malaria are the major diseases treated. Treading 
blithely over unsure footing the author then discusses 
disease and religion. Starting from the well-known magic 
medicine the primitives continues through period 
miracle medicine from the ancient Greeks the Re- 
formation and then gives the rational medicine today 
for whose development the liberal environment Protes- 
tant culture given credit. Philosophy praised 
seeking explanation the causes and nature disease 
the natural plane but that chapter soon deteriorates 
into discussion the shopworn controversy between 
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mechanism (materialism) and vitalism. Among the best 
sections the book that dealing with disease and 
science showing how advances the basic sciences, such 
anatomy and physiology have made possible the de- 
velopment modern medicine. There follow interesting 
sections disease and the fine arts, literature, painting 
and music and the book concluded with chapter 
modern medicine, its progress, its problems and its future. 


Dr. Sigerist’s book curious hybrid popularization 
and scholarly writing with some the defects and ad- 
vantages both. Developed from series lectures 
intended give broad summary the field still 
retains the advantages that type organization. Due 
the peculiar nature the problems discussed suffers 
from the defect insufficiency, being rather series 
generalizations representing the author’s viewpoint than 
presentation evidence and complete discussion 
the problems involved. Yet the author does have some 
discussion, and documents his statements some cases 
with authoritative references. However the book too 
general and ranges too widely taken definitive 
study and too intellectually written serve popu- 
larization save for mature readers with broad knowledge 
historical trends and developments. Although the au- 
thor credits the Church one two instances aiding 
medical advance yet resurrects the old bugaboo 
conflict between Church and science, which course 
the superstition-tinged and ulteriorly motivated Church 
the scapegoat. Mr. Sigerest also completely sceptical 
with regard miracles and glosses over the whole subject 
with the implication that they can easily explained 
natural phenomena although makes only general 
sterilization and that general there anti-Catholic 
tone the book which would render unsuitable for all 
but mature readers who are familiar with Catholic doc- 
trine and history. 

Gellhorn, Martha. Liana. Scribner. Jan. 17, 1944. 285p. 
$2.50. 
Psychological effects personal isolation the theme 
this novel. Through marriage the mulatta Liana the 
wealthy Marc Royer lost the respect the white com- 
munity the little isle St. Boniface the Caribbean. 
crossing the color line Liana separated herself from the 
blacks and acquired enough white “culture” make 
return her home emotionally impossible. Pierre Vau- 
clain was refugee from France this strange island 
where there were intellectual affinities. Hired 
teacher for Liana, Pierre was successful opening her 
mind the beauties life nature and books but 
succumbed her physical attractions and adulterous 
relationship began. Marc discovered Pierre com- 
panion relieve his isolation yet Pierre stole his wife. 
the end Pierre tried regain self-respect returning 
fight for France; attempted rebuild his life 
working for the economic rehabilitation the islanders, 
blockaded the Americans; Liana, abandoned Pierre 
and discarded Marc, unable return her native 
milieu, committed suicide. 
Liana has only the virtue being negatively moral, show- 
ing the evil results self-centered lust, hate, adul- 
tery. Its chief interest recording the mental attitudes 
Liana, Marc, and Pierre; its chief appeal will 
mature adults. 


aoe 
an & 
: 
: 
* 


best 
and 
such 
de- 
ainting 
future. 


ad- 
ectures 
still 
Due 
suffers 
than 
sion 
some 
cases 
too 
finitive 
wledge 
au- 
aiding 
course 
urch 
eptical 
subject 
ned 
yeneral 
atholic 
for all 


285p. 


the 
com- 
bbean. 
the 
nake 
Vau- 
island 
her 
but 
lterous 
com- 
fe. 
life 
Pierre 
native 


show- 


